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INTEGRAL POST SLEEVE AND SIGN 

Reference to Related Application 
This application claims priority from U.S. provisional patent application Serial 
No, 60/203,972, filed May 12, 2000, the entire contents of which are incorporated herein 
by reference. 

5 Field of the Invention 

This invention relates generally to protective covers for posts, stanchions, and the 
like, and, more particularly, to a protective sleeve with integral signage. 

Background of the Invention 
There are several inventions relating to protective coverings for posts, stanchions, 
10 guard rails, and other assemblies. The assignee to this application holds several issued 
U.S. patents and has other applications pending in this area. Of these, U.S. Patent Nos. 
6,209,276; 5,323,583; D426,898; and D374,941 are directed to covers for upright 
members such as stanchions, and the like. 

There are situations, however, where posts in need of protection and 
1 5 informational signs are located in close proximity to one another. This is particularly true 
in parking lots, where upright posts are often used to guide or restrict the flow of traffic, 
and where signs are used to communicate parking limitations and potential penalties. 
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A common example involves the designation of handicap parking spots, requiring 
a sign associated with that designation, and often requiring upright members indicating 
the forward extent to which the vehicle should move to occupy that spot. 

In the event that a sign is located substantially proximate to an upright post or 
5 stanchion in need of covering, the use of separate elements could be wasteful, 
unattractive, or both. 

Summary of the Invention 
This invention addresses the combined need to cover certain types of upright 
members such as posts, stanchions, and the like, while, at the same time, providing for 

10 desired signage. Broadly, this goal is achieved through the use of a combined sleeve 
having an open bottom to fit over a post or other vertical member, including an integrated 
message panel formed in the upped end when installed. 

In terms of construction, the combined sleeve and sign holder according to the 
invention is made of a molded synthetic/polymeric material such as polyethylene, 

15 polypropylene, vinyl, or any other sufficiently durable material. The article may be 
fabricated using any suitable process, though molding is preferred, whether an injection 
mold, blow mold, or rotational-type mold. Depending upon the process used, the article 
may be fabricated as a unitary structure, or components may be joined through any 
suitable form of attachment process, including the use of adhesives and/or welding. 

20 The message may be supported to the sleeve in a variety of ways, depending upon 

the need for interchangeability vs. permanence. A transparent forward panel may also be 
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included to protect the signage. In the preferred embodiment, the signage is fully 
integrated into the upped end through the use of decals, which are included in the mold 
and integrally formed with the article during the molding process. In alternative 
embodiments a sign holder may be provided, enabling a changeable message to be loaded 
5 either from the front, or back, or both. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 
FIGURE 1 is a front view drawing of a combined sleeve and sign holder 
according to a preferred embodiment of the invention; 

FIGURE 2 is a front view drawing of an embodiment of the invention including a 
10 smaller sign integrally form with a larger-sized sleeve; 

FIGURE 3 is a drawing used to illustrate alternative embodiments of the 
invention; and 

FIGURE 4 illustrates further alternative embodiments of the invention allowing 
signed to be seen from additional perspectives. 


15 Detailed Description of the Invention 

This invention addresses the combined need to cover certain types of upright 
members while, at the same time, providing desired signage. Broadly, this goal is 
achieved through the use of a sleeve having an open bottom and a upper, top portion 
including an integrated message panel. 
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Figure 1 is a front view drawing of a preferred embodiment of the invention 
including a sleeve portion 102 and a signage portion 104. The sleeve features an upper 
end 103 with a hemispherical shape for decorative purposes, though other transitions may 
be used such as conical, faceted, and so forth. The sleeve 102 is preferably sized to fit 
5 over a stanchion 106 of the type wherein a steel pipe is often filled with cement and used 
out-of-doors. Thus, the sleeve 102 may be constructed in different sizes, for example, to 
fit posts/stanchions with outside diameters typically in the range of 2 to 8 inches, 
preferably at even-inch increments. 

Integrally formed to the upper end of the sleeve 102 is an integral upper portion 

10 including an informational display. In this particular configuration, the upper portion has 
been produced according to the invention through the use of a decal which is inserted into 
the mold portion to receiving the molten polymeric material. The result is an image 
which is intimately bonded to the surface of the resulting product, resulting in an 
attractive, yet stable finished form. 

15 In terms of dimensions, the upper signage portion may be of a specific 'size to 

conform with codes or ordinances regarding such informational displays. For example, 
in some areas, dimension A should be substantially 12 inches, whereas dimension B 
substantially 18 inches. There are also requires that, for signs of the type shown in Figure 
1, that dimensions C and D should be at least six inches. Although combined sleeves and 

20 signs according to this invention may be made in conformity with such requirements, 
certainly dimensions may be varied. Figure 2, for example, shows a combined sleeve and 
sign holder which will fit over a six inch O.D. post/stanchion, but which supports a sign 
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less than 7x9 inches. With such a configuration, looking directly at the sign, the outer 
sides are substantially in line with the sides of the sleeve, resulting in a very sleek 
configuration. 

Figure 3 is a drawing used to illustrate alternative embodiments of the invention. 
5 A sign holder is shown generally at 300, which is integrally formed with a sleeve 302. 
As opposed to a fully integrated configuration using decals, paint, or other processes, the 
configuration of figure 3 includes one or more slots such as 312 and 314, into which 
signs may be inserted. In such a case, panels 320, 322 would preferably be made at least 
partially transparent, enabling the signs to show through the windows areas 304, 306 

10 once installed. With a sign inserted into a respective slot, the slot may be left open with 
little chance for vandalism, though measures may also be taken to seal the slot off, 
through the use of tape, adhesive/caulking, or thermal weldment. 

In Figure 3, the central panel 310 may be opaque or, if made transparent, it will be 
appreciated that two signs may be inserted back-to-back in one slot, while still enabling 

15 the sign to be seen from both sides. The use of signs visible from both sides is not a 
requirement of the invention, however, and only one side may be used, since there are 
applications such as the one depicted in Figure 1 where a particular sign only makes 
sense from a certain vantage point. In the event that transparent panels such as 320 and 
322 are integrally formed with the upper portion of the inventive cover, separate 

20 transparent/translucent panels may be provided, and may be held in place through tabs 
110 and some form of fastener such as a self-tabbing screw 112. Finger holes such as 
114 in Figure 1 or 114' in Figure 2 may be provided to lift out such a panel, if used. 
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Again, adhesives or heat may be applied to hold components into place as opposed to 
separate fasteners. In addition, it will be appreciated that the various embodiments 
disclosed herein may be used separately or in combination; that is, a decal may be used 
on one side of a sign, whereas a slot or sign/protective cover may be used on the opposite 
5 side. Indeed, although two sign areas are shown in the figures, the inventive sleeve/sign 
holder of the invention may have three, four or more sides to provide signs from different 
perspectives, or may cylindrical in shape, as shown in Figure 4. 

Although Figure 1 depicts a handicap parking sign, many other variations are 
possible, including, but not limited to: 
10 • Other parking sign configurations, such as parking for [a certain establishment or 

individual] only, employee of the month, visitors only, no parking/tow away zone, 
no parking during certain time or during construction, compact or motorcycle 
parking only, parallel parking only, do not back a vehicle into space, fire zone, 
temporary parking for pick up or delivery, taxi stop, service vehicles only, 
1 5 members/residents only; 

• Traffic signs, including, but not limited to, speed limit, construction zone, food/ 
lodging (with or without 

I claim: 
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